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is reported to explode on initiation by friction, shock, or sudden heat-
ing.3 Moreover, picric acid forms salts on contact with metals, and heavy-
metal picrates are highly sensitive to detonation by friction, shock, or
heat. It is possible that some of the older reported explosions of picric
acid may have been initiated by detonation of a minute quantity of a
metal picrate in the threads of a metal-capped container. Although picric
acid is now sold in plastic-capped containers, it is possible for material
in such containers to dry out after repeated opening over a long period
of time and thus become hazardous. If picric acid in a plastic-capped
container appears to have dried out, the bottle can be immersed upside
down in water for a few hours to allow water to wet the threads. The
bottle can then be uncapped and filled with water. The water-filled bottle
should be allowed to stand a few days to ensure complete wetting of
the contents and can then be disposed of by a commercial waste-disposal
service or by the local bomb squad or fire department. A metal-capped
container of picric acid should be handled only by a trained expert, such
as a member of a bomb squad.

Organic peroxides and hydroperoxides, including peroxide-containing
solvents, can be treated as described in Chapter 6, Section II.P. How-
ever, any peroxidizable solvent from which a solid has crystallized (aged
diisopropyl ether is notorious for this) is potentially very hazardous and
should be dealt with by people trained in handling explosives.

Moist diazonium salts are not explosive and can be converted into
disposable material by the coupling procedure of Chapter 6, Section
II.Q. However, some diazonium salts are explosive when dry and should
be carefully moistened with water before any manipulation is attempted.

Perchloric acid can be disposed of as described in Chapter 6, Section
IILC. 1. However, ammonium perchlorate and heavy-metal perchlorates
are inherently explosive and should be disposed of as explosives. Alkyl
perchlorates are treacherously explosive, and their formation should be
avoided. If one is formed inadvertently, it should never be isolated, and
the mixture in which it exists should be disposed of as an explosive.

Sodium azide can be destroyed by the procedure of Chapter 6, Section
IILC.6. However, heavy-metal azides are too treacherous to be handled
by this procedure and should be treated as explosives.

Sodium amide and potassium amide can be destroyed by the procedure
of Chapter 6, Section IILC.7. However, "many metal derivatives of
nitrogenous systems linking nitrogen to a metal (usually but not exclu-
sively a heavy metal) show explosive instability. "4 Compounds with such
linkages that are not known to be nonexplosive should be treated as
suspect and disposed of as potential explosives.